Deciaration of Arctic Mayars

Our most important mission as mayars is to create good lives and socleties for the people living in our
municipalities. We alsa have the great responsibility to take care of our Arctic communities.

As peaples of the Arctic, we face unique challenges including a rapidly transforming economy, a
remoteness and isolation that creates an urgent need for cooperation and collaboration hetween
communities, and a climate that is changing at twice the rate of ather regions of the world.  These
circumstances impact aur peoples, health, economies, budgets, infrastructure, and our cultures, As
mavyors, we join together to build on the work of others and to amplify our own efforts to strengthen
and create community resilience and make sure our residents are prepared to overcome adversity and

take advantage of opportunity.

Local goveramant in the circumpolar region has a special role - to deliver essential public services;
convey the priorities of residents at the most fundamental level to regional, national and international
decision-makers; and work to ensure sustainable growth, equality, resilience, and future opportunities
for our communitles a place where today's and future generations can live, learn, work and play

As mayors, we declare our intent to continue to waork toward formalizing our communlication and
collaboration. By signing this declaration, we commit ta strengthening the bonds between our people
and communities to build a resilient region capable of improving living and ecanomic conditions,
ensuring that the benefits that come with the promise of the Arctic accrue to peoples of the Arctic,

As the undersigned mayors, we endorse the following principles and practices:

« Expand economic diversification, sppartunity and locat benefits
o Redure the high cost of living that affects Arctic famifies, businesses, and communities

o Diversify and promote economic development that relies on local resources and
minimizes uncertainty and risk

o Establish short term and long term goals for energy efficiency, food security, and
affordable housing

o Ensure benefits accrue to peoples of the Arctic and that increased value be derived from
resaurces developed near communities

o Suppart inter- and intra-Arctic regional sacio-cultural exchange and econgmic trada by
reducing or remaving barriers: telecommunications, transportation and regulation

s Build cutting-edge infrastructure
o Encourage and utilize innovative and sustainable building and engineering standards
o invest in environmentally and culturally appropriate infrastructure consistent with risk
and cast reductian principles
o Promote infrastructure networks within and batween communities - especially those
cancerning pubiic safety and emergency protocols
o Work toward affordable, reliable and rasilient locally-available sustainable energy
resources; with local capacity for their conceptualization and implementation

e Assyme responsibility and provide leadership in aur adaptation to a changing climate
o Become energy independent through innovation and technology
o Support research; develop and implement related climate strategies
o lmplement policies and practices that promote energy efficiency and energy security,

including renewable energy



o Integrata resilience principles info economic and community developmant projects
s Govern using the best available science, knowledge and technology
o Develop research and data-driven approaches to identify and address natural, social and
economic challenges
a  Manitar, track and mitigate adverse changes to the natural and social environment that
jeopardize our communities, including environmental contaminants
o Incorporate and respect traditional and lacal knowledge in decision-making

= Promots healthy, equitable communities through inclusion and coaperation
o Ensure meaningful community engagement to develop lacal solutions to challenges,
including with aur indigenous peaples within and autside our municipalities
o Deepen the knawledge hase and capacity to protect, steward and promote human and
natural resayrces,
o Build technelagical capacity to strengthen communication within and between

communities
o Facilitate pathways for Arctic mayars, and suppost other local and indigenous
gavernment leaders, to ba included in decision-making processes at all levels of

governance
o Promote healthy families and the strongest passible education for all of aur residents

Cur purpose in making this declarotion is thot we strengthen and muaintain open lines of communication
between our cormmunities and reinforce the ties between communities.

We, the undersigned Arctic Mayars, commit to working together to develop a thriving economy, and te
governing for the benafit and well-being of all Arctic peoples.
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